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Marketing Louisiana Sweet Potatoes 
RoY A. BALLINGER 
INTRODUCTION 
. . Sweet potatoes are the most important fruit or vegetable produced in Lou-
~s iana in recent years. Moreover, the production of this vegetable has been 
~ ncreasing more rapidly since 1930 than that of any other in the state.' The crop 
is of importance to two rather distinct groups of producers. One group grows 
sweet potatoes primari ly for home use. Few, if any, are sold and such sales as 
are made are local in character. The other group of producers grows sweet 
potatoes as a money crop. While sales may be made to local dealers, the sweet 
Potatoes are ultimately distributed to consumers located in nearly every state in 
the United States and in various parts of Canada. 
Obviously, the problems of the two groups differ greatly. The main con-
cern of the farmers who grow sweet potatoes primarily for their own use is with 
the problem of determining whether it is more profitable for them to grow their 
supply or to buy them and devote their efforts to tlie production of other things. 
Marketing problems are of little direct interest under these circumstances. On 
the other hand, farmers who grow sweet potatoes primarily for sale are greatly 
~ffected by marketing practices and market prices. The information presented 
1h this study will no doubt be of greater interest to the commercial producers 
t an to those who grow sweet potatoes mainly for home use. 
CBARACTERISTrCS OF THE PRODUCTIO OF WEET POTATOES 
. Sweet potatoes are grown throughout nearly all of the Southern States and 
in Parts of everal other states where production conditions are favorable. Jn 
~uch of this region sweet potatoes constitute the most important vegetable pro-
uced. Although a large proportion of the crop in mo t sections is consumed 
on t~e farm where produced, or in the immediate community, there are certain 
~e l ~tively restricted regions where the crop is extensively grown on a commercial 
asis and from which sweet potatoes are shipped to all parts of the United States 
and anada. 
Data publi hed by the United tates Department of griculture showing the 
earl.at shipments of sweet potatoes by states show that there are four principal 
(~g)i ons in the United States from which such shipments originate. These are: 
M the Northeastern district, including the states of ew Jer ey, Delaware, 
Sh~ry l and and Virginia, (2) Tennessee, (3) Louisiana, and ( 4) California . 
h.1Pments from thes even states amounted to 2.6 per cent of the total carlot 
s 1Pments from 1932-33 to 1936-37. lmost all of the shipments from California 
~in a few of the far western tates. hipments from other pro-
is· 'Detailed comparisons of the trends of production, price, and farm \'alue of variou Lou-
.. ~1{:a fruits and vegetables arc given in Bulletin 294, Loui iana Agriculcural Experiment Station, 
c Importa nce of the Fruit and Vegetable lndu try in Loui tana," by Roy A. Ballinger. 
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ducing regions to these states are comparatively small so that the market for 
California sweet potatoes is somewhat isolated from competition. However, this 
isolation is by no means complete, because there are sufficient shipments into 
the far western states from other shipping areas, especiall y Louisiana, to keep 
prices there approximately in line with prices in the rest of the country . Each 
of the three main shipping regions in the eastern part of the country produces 
and ships a different type or variety of sweet potato than the other regions. 
The Northeastern region markets the Jersey sweet potato, which is a "dry" 
variety. T ennessee markets the Nancy Hall, and Louisiana, the Porto Rico 
variety. Both of these are of the "moist" type. 
In practically all states the areas where sweet potatoes are produced com-
mercially on an important scale are rather small in extent when compared to the 
total area of the states. For instance, during the calendar year 1935 there were 
seven local stations in the four states New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and 
Virginia from which 81.9 per cent of the total carlot shipments of those states 
originated. During that year seven stations in Louisiana suppli ed 93.7 per cent 
of the total carlot shipments from the state. In Tennessee, four stations supplied 
46.9 per cent and in California three supplied 90.4 per cent of the total ship-
ments. In most of these states the important shipping stations are located re-
latively close together, so that there is frequently only one or two distinct ship· 
ping areas in a state. 
Detailed examination of the geographical distribution of the production of 
sweet potatoes in Louisiana shows that, while they are grown throughout the 
state, the commercial production is largely confined to a si ngle rather restricted 
area. In 1934 there were 20 parishes from which sweet potatoes were shipped 
in carlot quantities, but 87.0 per cent of the shi pments came from the single 
parish of St. Landry. Lafayette and Acadia parishes together supplied 5.9 per 
cent of the shipments. They join the southwestern boundary of St. Landry 
parish and the three parishes really constitute a single producing and shipping 
area. Shipments from this area amounted to 92.9 per cent of the total shipments 
from Louisiana. Beauregard wa the only other parish with shipments as large 
as 2.0 per cent of the state's total. The remainder of the shi pments of sweet 
potatoes from Louisiana came from widely scattered soctions with only a few 
carloads being shipped from any one pa ri sh. Unfortunately, data showing the 
origin of truck shi pments of sweet potatoes within the state are not available. 
However, it seems reasonable to suppose that they would be distributed among 
the different parishes in something like the same manner as the carlot shi pments. 
Data are available showing the production, acreage harvested, and yield 
per acre of sweet potatoe in Louisiana by years since 1868. Figure 1 shows the 
production and acreage harvest d for this period. In both cases the trend has 
been upward throughout the period . Moreover, the amount of increase has been 
considerably greater in the latter part of the period than in the ea rlier. The in· 
crease in production for the entire period as shown by the trend line was at the 
rate of about 3.04 per cent per year. That is, the production each year averaged 
about that much larger than the previous year's production. The changes from 
year to year in the amount produced have frequently been rather large since 
6 
1920, as compard to the situation before then when most of the changes were 
relatively small. The increase in acreage harvested, especially since about 1906, 
has been somewhat more rapid than the increase in production, which neces-
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'!'he production of sweet potatoes in the United States also increased fairly 
r eadily from 1868 to 1936, although not as rapidly as in Louisiana. The increase 
1as averaged 696,000 bushels per year. There was no tendency for the amount 
of the increase to be greater in the latter than in the earlier part of the period. 
J-:Iowever, year to year fluctuations in production have been considerably larger 
~c~ .1920 than they were before that time, which is similar to the situation in 
u1.s1ana. The acreage of sweet potatoes harvested in the United States has 
also increased rather steadily since 1868. Until about 1904 the increase in acreage 
Was not quite as rapid as the increase in production. Since 1920 the increase in 
acreage has tended to be greater than the increase in production. These differ-
ences are, of course, accounted for by changes in the average yield per acre of 
sweet potatoes in the United States. 
TRENDS IN C RLOT HIPMENTS 
Data are available since 1919-20 showing the number of carloads of sweet 
~tat~es originating each year in Louisiana and the entire United States. The 
ata include shipments by boat but do not include truck shipments. The omis-
7 
sion of truck shipments is serious because of their rapidly increasing volume in 
recent yea rs. The data given in Table 1 have been converted into bushels by 
assuming that the average carload contained 475 bushels. There was a rather 
large decrease from 1926-27 to 1933-34 in the amount shipped in the United 
States and there have been only slight increases since that time. Shipments by 
ca rload originating in Louisiana have generally tended to increase throughout 
the period &om 1919-20 to 1936-37. This increase has been especially rapid after 
1933-34. The per cent of the total number of carloads originating in Louisiana 
has aJsc- increased throughout the period and with great rapidity after 1933-34. 
The increasing relative importance of carlot shipments from Louisiana is prob-
abl y, in part, caused by an increase in the actual importance of the state in sup-
plying sweet potatoes for the commercial trade. However, part of it may be 
caused by an increase in the relative importance of truck shipments of sweet 
potatoes from the rest of the United States as compared to Louisiana. Louisiana 
is situated much farther from most of the important urban markets of the 
country than are the other states which ship large quantities of sweet potatoes. 
TABLE 1. CARLOT SHIPMENTS OF SWEET POTATOES ORIGI-
NATING TN LOUTSI A AND THE UNITED STATES 
Crop Year hipmcnts of Sweet Potatoes by Per Cent Louisiana 
Carlot1 Shipments Were of 
United Sta tes Louisiana United tates Total - ---
1919-20 6 519 JOO 1.5 
1920-21 BP 367 4.5 
192 1-22 207 424 4.6 
1922-23 10,242 491 4.8 
1923-24 6 903 220 3.2 
1924-25 7,632 265 3.5 
1925-26 9,908 1,11 2 l l.2 
1926-27 12,234 610 5.0 
1927-28 11,1 26 545 4.9 
192 -29 9 2 6 466 5.0 
1929-30 10,470 695 6.6 
1930-31 ,254 581 7.0 
1931 -32 7 993 625 7.8 
1932-33 5 642 457 8.1 
1933-34 4,901 483 9.9 
1934-35 5 0 I 949 18.7 
1935-36 5 25 1 1,296 24.7 
1936-37 5,352 1,474 27.5 
'Carload converted to bu hcl on the basis of 475 bu hels per ar. The data in Jude ship· 
ments by boar but not those by truck. 
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The seasonal distribution of the carlot shipments of sweet potatoes is an im-
portant factor influencing the returns received from the sale of the crop. Sweet 
potatoes are not a highl y perishable crop and can be stored for several months 
without seriou deterioration. However, there are marked differences in the 
seasonal trend of shipments from different states. Data for the period 1932-33 
to 1936-37 show that the average number of cars shipped for the entire United 
States reached a low point of 132 in June, after which they increased rather 
rapidly to l ,829 cars in October. Following this there was a decrease until June. 
The percentage distribution of carlot shipments by months for the United 
~tates and five individual states is shown in Figure 2. In general the distribu-
tion for Louisiana is not greatly different from that for the United States, al-
though the heaviest shi pments usually occur in November rather than in Oc-
~~ber. S~ipments during September and October were relatively lighter for Lou-
tsi~na than for the United States. In contrast with the situation in Louisiana, 
shipments from Virginia were heavi ly concentrated in the months of September 
.and October and were negligible after December. Shipments from New Jersey 
Were somewhat heavily con entrated in October although much less so than was 
thue for Virginia. The shipments from Tennessee ' ere spread more evenl y 
t roughout the year than those from any other important shipping state. 
Information is avai lable concerning the distribution between shippers of 
~~riot shipments of sweet potatoes from the ".,, eevil quarantine area'" of Lou-
• !Stana for the four years 1933-34 to 1936-37, inclusive. The data apply only 
th southern Louisiana and do not cover quite all the carlot shipments from 
t e sta te. However, they do include all but a very mall proportion of the 
total. Table 2 shows the number and percentage of shippers handling differ-
eht volume of sweet potatoes. The average number of carlot shippers for 
~ e four yea r wa 50. There were 24, or 4 per cent of these each of whom 
and led le s than 1000 bushels per year. The total number of shippers in-
~~eased each year about a rapidly as the number ?f bushels shi pped. In 
b 33-34 the average amount handled b all carlot shippers was only 17,076 
. ushel as compared with 15,972 bushels in 1936-37. In general most of the 
•hcrease in numb r of shippers occurred in the groups which handled less 
t an IO 000 bushel per year. However the percentage of the total volume of 
s~~et potato s which was handled by the small-volume shippers declined, 
w il e the percentage handled by the shipper with the largest volume in-
ch:cised. The largest shipper handled about 20 per cent of the total carlot 
s 1Pme.nts for the four-yea r period. In pite of a considerable degree of con-
chntrat1on of the business in the hand of a relati vely few shippers, it appears 
f at the business is a hi ghly ompetitive one. There was an increasi ngly 
~1ge number of small hipp r during the period for which data are avail-a e. The nature of the busi nes is such that small-volume shippers can operate 
~ relatively small amount of capital. 
the 
1
An area subject to special regulation by the Louisiana late Dep:irtment of Agriculture for 
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FIGURE 2. PERCE TAGE DISTRIB TIO OF CARLOT SlllPMENTS P SWEET POTATOES, 
BY MONTHS, FROM THE NffED STATES, LOUISIANA, VlRGINlA, TENNESSEE 
AND NEW JERSEY, AVERAGE 1932-33 TO 1936-37. 
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TABLE 2. CARLOT SHIPMENTS OF SWEET POTATOES FROM THE 
QUARANTINE AREA OF LOUISIA A, CLASSIFIED BY VOLUME OF 
BUSINESS OF THE SHIPPERS, 1933-34 to 1936-37 
Year VOLUME HANDLED BY RAIL SHIPPERS 
All Ship- Less than 1000 to 10,000 to 50,000 to 100,000 and 
men ts 1000 Bu. 9999 Bu. 49,999 Bu. 99,999 Bu. Over 
1933-34 
NUMBER OF BUSHELS HANDLED 
478,148 30,223 22,040 199,984 225,901 0 
1934-35 927,456 9,222 32,843 102,232 485,403 297,756 
1935-36 1,253,506 9,470 48,557 137,529 343,653 714,297 
1936-37 l,229,847 23,205 58,711 293,125 322,528 532,278 
Ayerage 972,239 18,030 40,538 183,218 344,371 386,082 
1933-34 
NUMBER OF SHIPPERS 
28 11 . 7 7 3 0 
1934-35 45 19 13 4 7 2 
1935-36 51 23 14 5 s 4 
1936-37 77 42 18 9 4 4 
~erage so 24 13 6 5 2 
1933-34 
PERCENTAGE OF BUSHELS HANDLED 
100.0 6.3 4.6 41.8 47.3 0 
1934-35 100.0 1.0 3.5 11.0 52.4 32.1 
1935-36 100.0 .8 3.9 11 .0 27.4 56.9 
1936-37 100.0 1.9 4.8 23.8 26.2 43.3 
~erage 100.0 1.8 4.2 18.8 35.4 39.8 
1933-34 
PERCENT AGE OF SHTPPERS 
100.0 39.3 25.0 25.0 10.7 0 
1934-35 100.0 42.2 28.9 8.9 15.6 4.4 
1935-36 100.0 45.2 27.4 9.8 9.8 7.8 
1936-37 100.0 54.5 23.4 11.7 5.2 5.2 
Average 100.0 48.0 26.0 12.0 10.0 4.0 
DESTINATIONS OF CARLOT SHIPMENTS OF SWEET POTATOES 
Unfortunately, complete information concerning the 'markets to which the 
carlot shipments of sweet potatoes from Louisiana and other states were sent is 
nr available. However, data showing the number of carlots unloaded at each 
~ 66 of the largest cities in the United States by states for several years have 
en compiled by the United States Department of griculture. Carlot unloads 
at these cities, which came from Louisiana during the five calendar years 1932 
th 1936, amounted to 78 per cent of the total number of carloads shipped from 
t e .state. The percentage for the United tates happened to be exactly the same 
as •t was for Louisiana . It seems probable, therefore that the distribution of 
carloads to these cities is reasonably representative of the total distribution of 
11 
carlot shipments, at least so fur as broad regions are concerned. Of course, the 
fact that a certain number of carlots are unloaded at a certain city does not mean 
that the sweet potatoes are all consumed in that city. Some of them doubtless 
are distributed by a truck or otherwise to territory outside the city. But it is not 
probable that the area over which they are so distributed is very large in extent. 
It should also be remembered that truck shipments which are of considerable 
importance, are not included. 
Figure 3 shows the average percentage of carlots from the United States 
and from Louisiana which were unloaded at these cities in each of nine districts 
in the United States from 1927 to 1936. A larger percentage of the shipments 
from Louisiana than from the entire United States were unloaded at cities in 
the East North Central, West North Central, West South Central, and Mountain 
states. In the other groups of states the situation was reversed. Less than 5 
.. -··- ··- ··- ·~ 
l./NITE'I) STATES-.//, 709 
LOt/15/ANA- .1../0!l 
#umlwrof Car.r un.loo.d~d 
FIG RE 3. PERCE TAGE DISTRIB TIO OF CARL T UNLOA DS OF WEET 
POTATOE AT 6 CITIE BY DISTRICT OF Tl-IE NITED STATES, AVERAGE 
1927 TO 1936 
per cent of the carlot unloads of Loui iana sweet potatoes went to the New 
England, outh tlanric, Ea t outh emral, and Pacific groups of states. 
These same groups o( state received nearly 25 per cent of the unloads of 
sweet potato from the entire United rates. I t is apparent that Lou· 
isiana sweet potatoe moved in largest volume to the tates with relatively large 
urban populations whi h were so siLUated with respect to this and other sweet 
potato producing state that Loui iana shipper could r ach their markets with 
the lea t disad anrage in transportation costs. 
The present distribution of the carlot shipments of Louisiana sweet potatoes 
indir.ates reasonably well the n tural market territory for the crop. It seems 
12 
likely that future possibilities of expanding markets for the crop are better in 
the territory which now absorbs most of the shipments than in other parts of 
the country. The conditions which have made it difficult fo r Louisiana ship-
pers to compete with shippers from other producing states in the markets of 
the Paci fie, ew England, South Atlantic and East South Central states seem 
likely to conti nue to be effective. 
However, if consideration is given to the distribution of carlot shipments 
to certain particular cities, rather than to the broad districts which ha ve been 
discussed , the situation appears somewhat different. Jn some cases at least an 
explanation of the di stribution of shipments between cities seems to involve 
certain factor quite different from those already presented. T able 3 shows 
the average number of carloads of sweet potatoes coming from Louisiana and 
the United States which were unloaded annually from 1927 to 1936 at most 
of the more important markets for ca rload lots of Louisiana sweet potatoes. 
1
During thi s period more sweet potatoes from Loui iana were unloaded at Cleve-
and than at any other city. fn fact, 13.3 per cent of all the carlots of sweet 
Potatoes shipped from Louisiana during this period were unloaded there. In 
contrast to thi s, unloads of Louisiana sweet potatoes at Chicago were only 
about one-tenth as large a those at Cleveland, in spite of the fact that total 
unloads at hicago were twice as large as those at Cleveland and that trans-
P0rtation cost from Louisiana are lower to Chicago than to Cleveland. The 
easy accessi bility of the hicago market to sweet potatoes grow n in Tennessee 
rnhay ~artly explain thi s situation. However it does not entirely explai n it since 
t e di ffe rence in cost of transporting T ennessee sweet potatoes by rail to Chi -
c.ago and to leveland is about the same as the difference in cost of transporta-
~o~ fo r Louisiana weet potatoes. pparently other factors such as established 
hsinc s connection of dealers and differences in the desires of consumers in 
~ e two citi e fo r particular qualitie of sweet potatoe are of importance tn 
influencing the rel ati ve amount of sweet potatoe from Louisiana marketed tn 
each. 
Table 3 indicate not only the relative importance of different c1t1es as 
tnarkets fo r ca rload lots of Louisiana weet potatoe but also their importance 
to growers and dealer in the entire country. The se en largest markets for 
Barload lots of all we t potatoes have been hicago ew York Pittsburgh , 
oston , Detroit, leveland, and incinnati. Thee seven cities received more 
~ha~ one-third f all the ca rlot hipments of sweet potatoes in the United States 
b unng the period 1927 to 1936. Four of these cities, levela nd, Detroit, Pitts-
Tirgh and incinnati, w re important markets for Louisiana sweet potatoes. te other three were not although hicago received a con iderable number 
? ca rl oads of Louisiana sweet potatoes in 1936. This may indicate a growing 
11111 ~rtance of that market to Loui iana grower and shippers although one 
Years shipments furnish insufficie nt e idence to establi h the fact. 
ince levela nd is one of the mo t important markets for Louisiana sweet 
potatoes it is important to consider in detail the various ource from which 
itf receive its supplies and the recent change in the importance of these sources 
0 
supply . Figure 4 show the number of carload hipped from different states 
J3 
which were unloaded at Cleveland by years for the period 1927 to 1936. The 
unloads of sweet potatoes from Louisiana increased steadily throughout the 
period except in 1933. Unloads coming from the four states Delaware, Mary-
land, New Jersey and Virginia increased slightly and in somewhat irregular 
TABLE 3. AVER GE UMBER AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBU-
TION OF CARLOTS OF SWEET POTATOES SHIPPED FROM LOUISI-
ANA AND THE UNITED ST ATES, UNLOADED AT VARIOUS CITIES 
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TABLE 3 (Continued) 
SWEET POT A TOES SWEET POT A TOES PER CENT OF 
SHIPPED FROM SHIPPED FROM U. S. SHIP-
LOUISIANA u !TED STATES ME TS COMING 
CITY 
FROM LOUISIANA 
Number of Per Cent umber of Per 
ca riots of total car lo Cent of 
Total 
Dayton 2.4 .2 70.2 .4 3.3 
Syracuse 2.3 .l 9.4 .6 2.6 
Philadelphia l.8 .I 178.0 1.l 1.0 
Albany 1.7 .I 92.5 .6 l.8 
Lexington 1.3 .l 65 . .4 2.0 
Baltimore l.2 .l 483.2 3.0 .2 
Portland, Me. .9 .I 81.l 5 1.1 
Washington .8 .! 15 .I l.O .5 
New Haven .6 6.3 .5 .7 
Tampa .2 33.2 .2 .6 
Duluth .2 19.7 .I 1.0 
Evansvi lle .2 • l .2 .I 1.1 
El Paso .2 • 3.0 • 6.7 
Birmingham .I • 32.0 .2 .3 
Terra Haute .I • 4.5 2.5 
Hartford .1 • 79.5 .5 .I 
All other 453.0 2 .9 5,230. 32.4 8.7 
T~ta l Shiements 1,56 1.7 100.0 16,12 .0 100.0 9.7 
• Less than .05 per cent. 
~ashion from year to year. Carload receipts from Tennessee and Kentucky 
ecreased rapidly during the ten-year period and almost disappeared during 
~he la t three years. Receipts from other states were small throughout the period 
Ut remained about constant in amount. 
h The fact that carlot unloads of sweet potatoes from Tennessee and Kentucky 
;ve been declining rapidly does not necessarily mean that the total supply 
0 sweet potatoes from those states in this market has declined that much. 
The sweet potato producing areas in these states are close enough to Clevdand 
to permit a considerable portion of the crop to be moved by truck, and while 
ahcurate data on truck shipments are not available, it is generally known that 
t ey have been increasing. 
TRU K SHIPME T OF LOUI IAN WEET POT TOES 
S The data concerning the truck shipments of sweet potatoes in the United 
b tares. are not nea rly as extensive or as accurate as those dealing with shipments 
t~ railroad. onsequently, the discussion in this section will be confined to 
d e. movement of sweet potatoes from the weevil quarantine area of Louisiana 
uring the four seasons 1933-34 to 1936-37. The weet potato quarantine area 
covers only the southern part of the state. However, most of the commercial 
~ovemenr of sweet potatoes in Louisiana is from that part of the state, so that 




NLOAD OF WEET POTATOES AT CLEVELAND, 
1927 TO 1936 
the state. The data have been secured largely from records kept by the Lou· 
1siana tate Department of griculture in connection with the enfor ement of 
the weevil quarantine. 
The hipment of v eet potatoes from the weevi l quarantine area of Lou· 
isiana during the e four y ars are shown in Table 4. The data cover rop years 
beginning July l and ending June 30. Th total shipments by all mean of 
tran portation increa ed rapidly except in 1936-37 as might have b en expected 
from the increa e in production in the state. hipments by truck slightly more 
than doubled b tween 1933-34 and 1935-36 but de lined in 1936-37. Duri ng 
the fir t three years shipments by rail incr a ed mor rapidly than tho e by 
truck and decrea ed only very slightly in 19 6-37. Shipments by other means 
were relatively insignificant in amount each year. Because of these changes 
truck shipments have mad up a smaller proportion of the total each year, de· 
dining from 40.l per cent in 1933-34 to 29.0 per cent in 1936-37. 
Thi decline in the relative importance of truck shipments during a period 
16 
:-Vhen the truck is generally supposed to have been increasing in importance 
•n the transportation of fruits and vegetables in most regions was perhaps largely 
the result of the very large increase in total shipments. In order to dispose ff the increasing volume of sweet potatoes produced, it was necessary to ship a 
arger percentage of them to markets situated a lor1g distance from Louisiana. 
Trucks apparently are not an economica l means of transporting sweet potatoes for 
Very long distances. Therefore, truck shipments, although increasing in vol-
ume if measured by the number of bushels hauled, except in one year, de-
creased relative to total shipments. · 
SWEET POT A TOES 
, 1933-34 TO 1936-37. 
TS 
- Total Truck Other 
1933_34 
(THOUSAND OF BU HELS) 
799 478 320 1 
1934-35 1,521 927 588 6 
1935-36 1,903 1,254 648 1 
1936-37 1,765 l ,252 5l2 1 
Average 1,497 978 517 2 
-- - ---
1933-34 
(PER E T OF TOTAL) 
100.0 59.8 40.l .l 
1934-35 100.0 60.9 38.7 .4 
1935-36 100.0 65.9 34.0 .1 
1936-37 100.0 70.9 29.0 .1 
Average 100.0 65.4 345 .l -- ---
1933_34 
(PER CE T OF 1933-34) 
100.0 100.0 100 .0 100.0 
1934-35 190.4 193.9 183. 600.0 
1935-36 238.2 262.3 202.5 100.0 
!2}6-37 220.9 261.9 160.0 100.0 
. The business of shi pping weet potatoes from southern Louisiana by truck 
•sh . on the whole, rather decentralized and loosely organized. The number of 
~di'pper . i large, consideri ng the total volume of busines , and increased rap-
1 Y during the four-year period under consideration. Only a few shippers each 
~.ear had a volume of bu iness large enough to represent a significant propor-
100 of the total. The identity of several of these large hippers cha nged from 
Year to year. 
· f The customary procedure in handling truck shipments of sweet potatoes 
is or the trucker to buy them for ca h from the farmers and dealers in the 
~re\ Very frequently the trucker is a complete or nearly complete stranger 
c~s~ ose. from whom he buy ; consequently, the busine s i conducted on a 
th basi s. The swe t potato s handled by truck are u ually lower in g rade 
T~n U. · No. 1. ea rly all of those which grade 1o. ] are shipped by rail. 
e truck hipments are commonly handled in 100-pound sacks rather than 
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in 50-pouod cr~tes which are used for nea rly all rail shipments. Neither are 
the sweet potatoes which are shipped by truck ordinarily brushed as free from 
dirt as are those handled by rail. 
These di fferences in handling truck shipments appear logical in view of 
the entire market situation. T he lower quality sweet potatoes are handled in 
a less expensive manner than those of higher quality. They can then be sold 
for a lower price to con umers who are willing to use that quality. The lower 
handling costs make it possi'ble for the farmers to receive a higher price than 
TABLE 5. TRUCK SHIPME TS OF SWEET P TATOES FR M THE 
QUARANTINE' AREA OF LOUISIAN , CLASSIFIED BY VOLUME OF 
BUSINESS OF THE SHIPPERS 1933-34 TO 1936-37 
YEAR VOLUME HANDLED BY TRUCK SHIPPERS 
All ship- Less than 1000 to zooo-W 5000 to 10,000 bu. 
pers 1000 bu. 1999 bu. 4999 bu. 9999 bu. and over. -
(TOTAL MBER OF BU HELS HA DLED) 
1933-34 320,545 23,583 28,463 66,544 38,333 163,622 
1934-35 587,564 96,229 46,960 54,043 117,940 272,392 
1935-36 648,11 4 124 435 52,471 137,088 119,488 214,632 
1936-37 512,385 113,351 78 672 108,211 l 01,726 110,425 
Average 517,152 89,400 51,64 1 91,471 94,372 190,268 
( UMBER OF TRUCK SHIPPERS) 
1933-34 160 11 0 18 18 5 9 
1934-35 517 433 32 18 18 16 
1935-36 624 510 37 45 17 15 
1936-37 546 437 53 35 15 6 
Average 462 372 5 29 14 12 
(TOTAL NUMBER OF TRUCK LOADS 
1933-34 2,876 312 298 627 302 1,337 
1934-35 4 660 935 404 351 914 2,056 
1935-36 4,736 1,054 70 1,017 824 1,471 
1936-37 3,645 923 541 762 651 768 
Average 3,979 06 40 689 673 1,408 
( UMBER OF TRU K LOADS PER SlllPPER ) 
1933-34 18.0 2.8 16.6 34.8 60.4 148.6 
1934-35 9.0 2.2 12.6 19.5 50.8 128.5 
1935-36 7.6 2.1 10.0 22.6 48.4 98. l 
1936-37 6.2 2. 1 10.2 21.8 43.4 128.0 
~rage_ 8.6 2.2 11.5 23.8 48.l 109.0 
(NUMBEROF B SHELS PER TR K L AD) 
1933-34 11 l.5 75.6 72.0 106. l 126.9 122.4 
1934-35 126.I 102.9 J 16.2 154.0 129.0 132.5 
1935-36 136.8 11 .1 141. 134.8 145.0 145.9 
1936-37 139.3 122. 145.4 142.0 156.3 143.8 
Average 130.0 11 l.4 12 .1 132.8 140.2 135.1 
1 An area subject co pe ial regulation by the Loui~i. n State Deparrmcnt of Agriculture 
for the control of the sweet-potato weevil. 
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they probably could otherwise get in view of the reduced prices at which poorer 
qualities must be sold. 
. Table 5 shows the distribution of truck shipments between shippers with 
different volumes of business. Of the total number of bushels shipped by truck 
only about 17 per cent was handled by shippers whose average annual volume 
Was smaller than 1,000 bushels, while about 37 per cent of the total was handled 
by shippers who hauled an average of 10,000 bushels or more per year. In con-
trast to this situation there were approximately 81 per cent of the shippers 
w~ose volume wa less than 1,000 bushels per year and less than 3 per cent 
With a volume of 10,000 bushels or more. There were only a few shippers with 
a .large volume, but they handled a substantial proportion of the total truck 
shipments. 
However, both the percentage of the total number of shippers who handled 
~0,000 bushels or more and the percentage of the total volume of sweet potatoes 
a~dled by such shippers declined considerably during the four-yea r period. 
This would seem to indicate that the business is one in which the small opera-
~rs frequently possess certain competitive advantages o er the larger operators. 
he trucki11g of sweet potatoes is a minor side line for most of the small operators 
~nd probably many of them do not pay enough. attention to their co ts to 
now whether or not the business is profitable. Since they also buy and sell 
sweet. potatoes, their business is quite speculative in character. Profits or losses 
occasioned by price changes during the time the truckers own the sweet potatoes 
111~Y be more important to their financial success than the securing of a margin 
w ich would fully cover their costs if there were no changes in price. 
. The average number of truckloads hauled per shipper decreased from 18.0 
i~ 1933-34 to 6.2 in 1936-37. This decrease was rather general throughout all 
0 ~he groups of shippers regardless of the vol ume handled. A partial expla-
~ation of this decline in the number of load hauled is to be found in the 
1~~ that the average size of loads increased from 111.5 bushel in 1933-34 to 
l .3 bushels in 1936-37. This is an increase of about 25 per cent in size of 
~ad as compared to a decrease of nearly 66 per cent in the average number 
~ loads hauled by all truckers. The difference is largely accounted for by the 
,act t.hat a larger proportion of the total busine s was handled by the small ship-
pers in 1936-37 than in 1933-34. 
of :he increase in average size of load was universal for the different groups 
sh· s ipper. regardless of the volume handled. However, it was g reater for 
th tppers With small volumes than for those with large volumes. For instance, 
i ~ average size of load for the trucker who handled less than 1,000 bushels 
/1rre~secl 62 per cent from 1933-34 to 1936-37, while the corresponding increase 
~r t e truckers who handled l 0,000 bu hels or more wa only 17 per cent. 
\\· ne reason for thi developcnent is that the shippers with the largest volumes 
there handling much larger loads in 1933-34 than the small-volume shippers so 
at they had less opportunity to profit by increasing the size of thei r loads. 
sh' Information i available showing the original destinations of the truck 
th iprnents from outhern Louisiana. These de tinations are the place to which 
c sweet potatoes were originally sent. In many cases they probably are not 
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the fi nal destinations becau e of reshipments to secondary markets. However, 
information concerning these re hipments is not available. The data in Table 
6 show that two-thirds of the sweet potatoes shipped by truck went to two 
cities, New Orleans and Hou ton. Only nine citi es received as much as 1 per 
cent of the total shipments, six of which were located in Texas, two in Lou-
isiana, and one in Missouri. The importance of Joplin, Missouri, was apparent-
ly caused by the location there of a large regional truckers' market for fruits 
and vegetables . Market facilities there were such that truckers bringing sweet 
potatoes from Louisiana could readil y dispose of them to other truckers. The 
' other" destinations listed include cities and towns situated in most of the 
states of the United tares, but none of them received more than a small quan-
ti1y of sweet potatoes. 
TABLE 6. ORIGI L DE TI ATIO S OF TRUCK SHIPMENTS 
OF SWEET POT AT ES FROM THE QUARANTINE AREA OF LOUI-




























Le Lhan .05 per cent. 














Proportion to Each Market rROPORTION 
HANDLED BY 
All Ni ne Leading NINE LEADING 
Shippers Shippers SHIPPERS 
Per ent Per ent I er Cent 
33.6 31.6 28.4 
33.0 42.8 39.0 
6.0 • .1 
5.1 .4 2.3 
3.9 5.7 44.2 
3.4 1.0 8.8 
1.9 .2 2.9 
1.4 .6 13.1 
1.3 .3 6.8 
10.4 17.4 50.3 
100.0 100.0 30.2 
= 
The heavy concentration of truck shipments to New rl ea ns and Houston 
was even more marked among the nine largest shi ppers than it was for all 
shippers, although Houston rather than ew Orleans was the most important 
market for them. The limited numb r of outlets used by th large truck ship-
pers as compared with the smaller ones appears unusual since it is common.ly 
believ d that the situation in mo t types of bu iness is the opposite of this. 
The explanation may be that many of the mailer shippers engage in the truck-
ing of sweet potatoes only a a side line and frequently haul them to places 
where they could not afford to go if they did not have other trucking business 
there. The larger truck shippers perhaps confi ne their business more largely 
to sweet potatoes and consequently can afford to hip only to relatively nearby 
markets where considerable quantitie ca n be sold . Unfortunately detailed in-
f rmation concerning the e points is lacking. 
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SEASO AL DISTRIBUTIO OF TRUCK SHIPME TS 
The volume of sweet potatoes shipped from southern Louisiana by truck 
varies widely according to the time of year. The variation is somewhat similar 
to that for rail shipments, which would be expected since the fundamenta l fac-
tors causing it apply to the sweet potato crop as a whole rather than to the 
n1ethod by which it is moved to market. The data for the four years 1933-34 
to 1936-37 show that a somewhat greater proportion of the rail shipments than 
of the truck shipments was made during the first six months of the season. 
The figures are approximately 64 per cent and 68 per cent, respectively. 
The average seasonal distribution of all truck shipments is, of course, 
rnadc up of the activities of a large number of individual shippers. The sea-
so.nal distribution of shipments varies widely between different shippers. Many 
of the smaller shippers are active for only a short time each year, some at 
o~e time of the year and some at another. A comparison of the average seasonal 
distribution for the four-year period for shippers who handled 5,000 bushels or 
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S. In general, the business of the shippers with mall volumes was concentrated 
1:'0 re heavily in the months from July to ctober than was true of the opera-
tions of the shippers with large volumes. From February to May the situation 
Was th reverse of thi . During the winter months there was no consistent dif-
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fe rence between the two. This relationship held with reasonable consistency dur-
ing each of the four years. 
The difference in seasonal distribution of shipments between large and 
small shippers appears to have a fairly logical explanation in the nature of the 
activities of the respective groups. The shippers who handle only a small vol-
ume mostly regard the trucking of sweet potatoes as only an incidental part of 
their business. They are most likely to engage in it in the fa ll months when 
the supply of sweet potatoes is plentiful and the difficulties occasioned by de-
terioration and spoilage are relati vely few. The trucking of sweet potatoes is 
an important part or perhaps even all of the business engaged in by many of 
the larger shippers. onsequencly, they desire to make the business as nearly 
a year-round affair as possible. Thi results in their handling a larger pro-
portion of their volume in the spring and arly sumer months than do the 
smaller shippers. 
LOCAL MARKETT G PR CTICES IN LOUISIANA 
Louisiana sweet potato growers are or should be concerned with the prac-
tices actually used in the marketing of the crop because of the influences of 
these practices on the returns received by the growers. Marketing practices 
include practically everything that happens to the product from the time it 
leaves the growers' possession until it reaches the consumer. Also, certain 
practices of the growers other than selling influence subsequent procedures and 
returns. Although the entire marketing procedure is of interest to Louisiana 
growers, most of this discussion will be concerned with practic s in the local mark-
ets because more information is available concerning them, and because the 
growers are in a somewhat better position to understand and inCluence va rious 
details of the procedure in the local market they are in than other parts of 
the market. 
There is practically no formal organization of either the grower or local 
dealers who handle sweet potatoes in Louisiana. However, there are certain 
custoriary practices which are followed rather closely in most sections. The 
first part of the marketing process occurs on the farms when the growers 
harvest thei r crop and prepare the sweet potatoes for sale. G nerally each 
grower sorts his crop into three parts according to the quality of the individual 
sweet potatoes. One part, comprising the best tubers, is designed for sale large-
ly to dealers who handle mainly sweet potatoes which wi ll grade U. S. No. 1. 
Another part consists of sweet potatoes which will grade mostly U. . No. 2. 
The third group consists of poorer quality tubers which are usually used as 
li vestock feed on the farms where they are grown. ome growers sel l the sweet 
potatoes at the time they arc harvested, others tore them on th farm for 
a varying period of time before selling. From the farmer's standpoint the 
question of when to sell is frequently important because of price changes dur-
ing the marketing s ason. ince it is impo sible to predict these change with 
much accmacy there is necessa rily some speculative risk involved in holding 
weet potatoes in storage for later sale. 
The grower customarily sell the sweet potato s which they clas as U. S. 
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No. 1 to one or more local dealers, who in turn ship them, usually by rail, 
to distant markets. Sometimes, however a grower with a large enough crop 
to make up one or more ca rloads ships part or all of his crop directly to some 
wholesale market, rather than selling it locally. In such cases the grower-ship-
per usually consigns hi s car to some commission dealer at the wholesale market, 
who handles the actual sale of the sweet potatoes, collects from the buyer, and 
remits the purchase price less the commission and other charges to the shipper. 
Direct shi pments to w holesale markets by individual growers, or even by the 
collective action of a small grou p, are relati vely few. Most of the sweet pota-
toes of better quality are sold for cash to local dealers. 
The sweet potatoes which the growers class as U. S. No. 2 are largely sold 
to truckers who visit the individual fa rms and purchase the product from the 
growers without the intervention of any local dealer. few of the g rowers 
With trucks of their own do not sell to truck buyers but act as their own 
truckers. Sometimes these growers also purchase sweet potatoes from other 
growers and to that extent become commercial truckers. The general methods 
of doing business em ployed by truckers and the markets to w hich they take 
sweet potatoes have been described in the section dealing with truck shipments. 
The local bu yers who pu rchase the better quality sweet potatoes from the 
growers op ra te on a very different basis from the truckers. The supplies 
Which they purchase from the grower are mostly U. S. No. 1 in grade. al-
though the d alers always have to re-sort them and remove the poorer ones 
before packing the remainder for shi pment. These poorer quality sweet pota-
~oes are usually old to t ruckers in about the same manner as the indi vidual 
ar~1 rs use in di sposing of their second qualit tubers . The sweet pota toes 
which the local dealers finally hi p a . . o. I are carefuly bru hed, or 
~ometimes wa hed, free from dirt and placed in paper-lined crates which hold 
0 Pounck The crates are placed in refri J!e rator ca rs for transportation to 
market. They generalv move in a ventilated car without any ice. However, 
~eat is sometimes used in w inter in regions where there is danger of injury 
rom frost. 
b Most of the ca rloads of sweet potatoes shipped from Louisiana are sold 
Y the local dealers before they are loaded on the car. F requently cars are 
so~d b fore thr dealer has even acquired a full carload from the g rowers with 
w om he dea ls. This met hod of selli ng no doubt greatly reduces the risk 
t~kcn by the loca l dealers since there is no possibility of a loss because of a B ange in price during the ti me a car is moving to the wholesale market. 
owever, in order to be able to sell in advance the local dealer must have 
the confidence of the buyer, because the buyer assumes the risk of purchasi ng 
sorn~thi ng which he has had no opportunit to inspect although the condition and 
~uality . of the product a re ~aranteed and payment is not made until the car 
d as arnv d at th wholesale market and been inspected. Generally each local 
.e?ler has stabli~hed connections wi th one or more wholesalers in each of the 
c;~i es to which he regularl y shi ns most or all of hi sweet potatoes. Occasion-
a Y local dealers have a larger uooly of sweet potatoes than their re~lar cus-
tomers are will ing to take, and it becomes nece ary for them to find new out-
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lets. This may be done by securing additional customers in the wholesale market 
who purchase on the basis just described. However, it is sometimes impossible 
to secure customers who will purchase occasional cars on trus basis, in which 
case it may be necessary to use the method sometimes employed by the larger 
growers and consign the ca rs to some commission firm which handles thei r 
sale. Apparently practically all of the established local dealers prefer not 
to sell on a consignment basis if they can avoid doing so. 
FARM PRICES OF SWEET POTATOES 
The farm prices of sweet potatoes in Louisiana and the United States have 
been compiled and published by the United States Department of Agriculture 
since 1868, although data for a few years are lacki ng'. With the exception 
of a few years, the average farm price for the United States was higher than 
the farm price in Louisiana. This relationship is primarily caused by the great-
er distance of Louisiana sweet potatoes from the important metropolitan markets 
in this country as compared with sweet potatoes from most other producing 
states. Louisiana sweet potatoes sel l on these markets in competition with 
sweet potatoes from other states and at approximately the same level of prices. 
Since it costs more to ship sweet potatoes to these markets from Louisiana than 
from most other states, it necessarily follows that the prices received by farmers 
in Louisiana will usually be lower than the prices received by farmers in other 
states. 
It is true that they have not been lowe r every year and also that the dif-
ference between the Louisiana and United States fa rm pri ces has va ri ed irreg-
ularly from year to yea r. This situation is largely the result of changes in the 
relative supply of sweet potatoes for the market from Louisiana and other states. 
Since there are certain differences in the quality of sweet potatoes produced in 
different tares, they are not complete substitutes for each other in the eyes of 
the consumer. Consequently when the supply of sweet potatoes from Louisiana 
is unusually mall or the upply from other states is unusually large, the price 
of Louisiana sweet potatoes relative to prices in other states tends to be higher 
than normal and when supplies in Loui iana are relatively large, Louisiana 
prices are relati vely low. 
The average farm price of sweet potatoes b sta tes for the six-year period 
from 1931 -32 to 1936-37 is shown in Figure 6. The variations in prices between 
states follow a more or less logical pattern, although certain inconsistencies 
are apparent. For instance farm prices were relatively high in most of the 
more northern producing states. The e include all of the states north of the lines 
separating Tennessee and North arolina from Kentucky and Virginia. with the 
exception of Delaware, Maryland and Virginia . The reason for the low fa rrn 
prices in thee three tates is not entirely clear, particularl y in view of the rna· 
terially higher price in ew Jersey which produces the same general type of 
sweet potato. However, it may be partly the result of differences in quality 
and the somewhat hi~her costs of transportation to market than appli es to 
sweet potatoes from ew Jersey. 
The farm price i relati vely high in alifornia. This is cau ed by the 
'The ~ccual fi~urcs arc not publ i hed here bccau c of I ~ k of space, 
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peculiar positron of the producers in that state. l ormally they do not grow 
enough sweet potatoes to supply all the markets in the fa r western states. The 
cost of shipping sweet potatoes to this area from other states is high because 
uf. the di stance involved; consequently, they are shipped. there only when the 
Prices are higher than in the rest of the country. This makes it possible to sell 
California sweet potatoes at a relatively high price as compared to other sections. 
In the so uthern states (other than the ones already discussed), Florida, Okla-
homa, Georgia, Alabama, and Arkansas had prices higher than the United 
States average. The production especially for commercial sale in Oklahoma 
and Florida is relatively small , which may explai n the price situation in those 
states. Total production in Georgia is quite large and it is greater in Arkansas 
than in many other states. However, so far as can be judged from the records 
of carlot shi pments, the amounts sold are relatively small. Probably the local 
d~mand has been suffic ient to mai ntain prices in these states at a level slightly 
higher than the average. Alabama is an important producer of an early type 
of sweet potato which is la rgely marketed before the crop in other states is 
ready. This may account for the better than average fa rm price in that state. 
FIGURE 6. FARM PR ICE F SWEET POTATOES BY STATES, AVERAGE 1931-32 TO 1936-37 
(CE TS PER BUSHEL) 
S The far m price was lower than the United States average in Louisiana, 
outh Carolina, T ennessee, orth Carolina, Mississippi, and T exas. Louisiana 
and k Tennessee both produce large amounts of sweet potatoes for shipment to 
~ar 
1 
et. The distance of Louisiana from the larger markets may accou.nt for 
b e ow fa rm price in the state. Tennessee is located much nearer the market, 
1 Ut while the fa rm price was slightly higher there than in Louisiana, it was 
ower than in most of the states bordering Tennessee. In this respect, the sit-
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u;uion in Tennessee is similar to that 
Farm prices in Texas, Mississippi, and 
low the United States average. 
in Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. 
orth Carolina were only slightly be-
SEASONAL TRENDS I FARM PRICES 
The farm price of sweet potatoes in Louisiana and other states exhibits a 
ch~racteristic trend throughout the crop year. The nature of this trend for the 
entire United States and for va rious selected states is shown in Figure 7. The 
average farm price for the United States was highest in August and lowest in 
N?vember, the decline being from $1.28 per bushel to .88 per bushel. After 
this decline the price rose steadily from November to May. The price in June 
and July was only one cent per bushel lower than the May price, while the 
August price was $.10 higher than the price during the two previous months. 
The decline in price for the three months period following the high price in 
August averaged $.13 1 / 3 per bushel per month. The increase in pri.ce from 
November to August averaged only $.04 4 / 9 per month, or one-third as much. 
Of course, the price movement in individual yea rs differed somewhat from the 
average and in certain years the di fference was fairly marked. However, the 
~easonal movement of prices in most years has been sufficiently like the average 
JUst described to indicate quite conclusively that the average represents rather 
~ose~y the normal seasonal movement of farm prices for the United States. 
or instance, during the 27 years for which the data were studied the price in 
August was higher than in any other month of the crop year 17 times. Jn 
*e other 10 years the, price was highest in either pril, May, June, or July. 
h
he price was as low or lower in November than in any other month in 24 of 
t e 27 years. It was lowest in December 3 times . 
. The seasonal movement in farm prices is a direct result of the time at 
~hich sweet potatoes are harvested and marketed in this country. The pre-
vious year's crop is almost entirely consumed by July. Late in that month 
.and in August the new crop from certain states begins to appea r on the market h Very limited quantities. The small supplies result in higher prices. As the 
trvesting season advances, suppl ies become more plentiful and prices de-
e 1ne. By November most of the crop has been harvested and some of the 
sweet potatoes have been sold, but a large share is in the hands of the growers 
and dealers awaiting sale. Tt costs money to hold sweet potatoes in storage, 
a~d they will be so held only when the persons owning them th.ink that the 
Price will rise by an amount at least equal to the storage costs. This means 
that the price during the harvesti ng season will decline enough so that sufficient 
~Weet potatoes wi ll be placed in torage to take care of the available supply. 
rorn the end of one harvesting eason to the begoining of the next there is a 
tendency for the price to rise. 
d' . Unfortunately, no data showing the costs of storage under various con-
itions are avai lable. onsequently there is no way of knowing whether or 
Bt the average easonal ri e in price is sufficient to cover average storage costs. 
owever, each grower or dealer should be able to determine his own storage 
costs, which ca n be compared with the average seasonal trend in prices as well 
as With the particul ar trends in individual years. Storage costs include such 
27 
items as sh rinkage in weight and spoilage of sweet potatoes, as well as the 
cost of providing storage space, labor used in caring fo r the stored product, and 
interest on the money invested in the sweet potatoes. 
The seasonal movement of the fa rm prices in Louisiana is similar to that 
for the entire country, although the average price each month is lower for 
reasons already explained . For the period 1910-11 to 1935-36 the highest fa rm 
price in Louisiana occurred in May and Aug ust and the lowest price in Decem-
ber. The average decline in the Louisiana price from August to December 
war. $.09 per bushel per month a nd the average increase from December to 
August was $.04!/z. The decline in price from the hig h to the low point was 
slower in Loui~iana than in the United States, but the increase in price from 
the low to the high point was at about the same rate although it started one 
month later in the season. Jn the ea rlier part of the period studied the price 
in Louisiana was almost always lowest in December, but in the last 12 years the 
price was lowest in ovember 4 times, in D ecember 2 times, and di vided between 
the two months 5 times. This indicates that there is a tendency for the low 
seasonal price in Louisiana to come somewhat earlier in recent yea rs than was 
true before 1923-24. 
Tn general, fa rm prices are low during those months of the year when ship-
ments are large and hig h when shipments are small. However, the hig h and 
low points in price never exactly correspond with the low a nd high points in 
shipments. For instance, in Louisiana the la rgest shipments occurred in Novem-
ber but the lowest price was in December and the lowest shipments were in 
June while the highest price was in May and August. The situation for the 
United States was simi lar. pparently, certain fac tol"s other than volume of 
shipments influence the seasonal movement of farm prices although volume 
appea rs to be the most im portant facto r. 
OMPARTS N OF FARM D WHOLESALE PRI ES OF SWEET 
POTATOES 
The fa rm price of sweet potatoes is dependent on the price at which they 
ca n ultimately be old to consumers. Unfortunately, relati vely little stati stical 
information is available concerni ng reta il prices. Most of the data w hich have 
been compiled relate to wholesale price . However, local dealers in Louisiana 
cu tomarily sell to wholesa le dea lers at wholesale prices and these prices largely 
determine the upper limit of the prices which loca l dea lers ca n offe r fa rmers 
for their sweet potatoc . The lower limit is determined by competition between 
local dealers. Because of these relationships the wholesale prices at which 
sweet potatoes can be sold in the larger markets of the United tates are im-
portant to Louisiana producers. 
The United rates Department of g riculture maintains a market news 
service in 21 citie each of which issues a da il y market repo rt w hich includes 
price quotations for sweet potatoes. Tn mo t cases s pa rate quotations arc i sued 
for different grades and fo r sweet potatoes grow n in different sta tes or ections 
of the country. lso, most of the reports contain informatio n concerning the 
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daily volume of shipments to the market. Figure 8 shows the average monthly 
wholesale price at Cleveland, Ohio, of Louisiana sweet potatoes, which graded 
U. S. o. 1 and were of the Porto Rico variety, and the average farm price of 
sweet potatoes in Louisiana for the crop yea rs 1933-34 to 1936-37. Each year, 
except 1934-35, the price at leveland was relati ely low early in the season 
and high in spring and early summer at the close of the crop year. Louisiana 
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T CLEVELAND, OHIO, OF . S. 
D THE LOUISIA A FARM 
From a low point in November they gradually increased until the beginning 
of the next crop year. 
The tendency for the Louisiana farm price to change less than the whole-
sale price during a crop year resulted in a general increase in the margin be-
tween the two prices as the season advanced. For instance, in 1933-34 the mar-
gin was $.55 per bushel in September and $1.43 in May. In 1935-36 the in-
crease was from $.43 per bushel in August to $.94 in May and in 1936-37 from 
$.66 in October to $1.77 in May. The year 1934-35 was unusual in that the 
Cleveland price declined from January to May instead of increasing as in the 
other years. However, the farm price did not decrease but even increased 
slightly at the end of the year. As a result the margin between the two prices 
decreased from $1.13 in January to $.60 in May. 
Prices for Louisiana sweet potatoes are higher in Cleveland, or any other 
distant market, than in Louisiana primarily because of the cost of moving them 
to market. These costs consist of various items such as freight charges, crates, 
labor used in sorting, packing and loading the sweet potatoes, inspection fees, 
brokerage, charges for the use of telegraph and telephone, and various mis-
cellaneous expenses. The amount of some of these expenses is constant over 
conside.rable periods of time and can be determined accurately. The most im-
portant expense of this sort is the freight cost for sweet potatoes shipped by 
railroad. Other expenses are more variable and difficult to measure exactly. 
Among such expenses are losses from bad debts, shrinkage in weight, and loss 
from sweet potatoes rejected by the purchaser. A local dealer in Sunset, Lou-
isiana, estimated that in 1936-37 it cost at least 80 cents per crate' to deliver 
sweet potatoes to a buyer in Cleveland. These costs were divided among var-
ious items about a~ follows: Cost per crate 
Freight ------------------------- $.425 
Crates --------------------- .15 
Labor ---------------------------- .125 
Inspection ----------------- .02 
Wrapping paper and labels ------·----- .01 
Miscellaneous ---------------- .07 
Total $.80 
The miscellaneous costs consist of such things as loss from uncollectable 
accounts, telegraph and telephone expense incurred in making sales, loss from 
rejected sweet potatoes and local storage costs when sweet potatoes were held 
awaiting shipments. Also, in some cases a brokerage fee had to be paid on 
sales and sometimes additional charges are assessed by the railroad for special 
services such as supplying heat for a car in unusually cold weather. No allow-
ance ha been made in these figures for general overhead expenses or delaer's 
profits, which would increase the total somewhat. 
In general these costs vary only slightly during a crop year, while, as al-
ready shown, the margin between Louisiana farm prices and wholesale prices 
1 Containing 50 pounds of sweet potatoes. 
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in Cleveland fluctuates considerably. These margins for 39 separate months 
are shown in Figure 8, as the difference between the Louisiana farm price and 
the Cleveland wholesale price. During 17 of these months the margin was $.80 
per crate or less . The rest of the time it was larger than .80. However, most 
of the small margins occurred in the fall months when shipments were larger 
than average. The average margin' for the crop year 1933-34 was $.88 per 
crate. In 1934-35 it was $.81, in 1935-36 it declined to $.73, and in 1936-37 
it increased to $.94. It is di fficult to discover adequate reasons for this vari-
~tion in margins from year to year . . It may be partly associated with variations 
~n the average annual price at Cleveland. In 1935-36 this price was lower than 
tn any of the other three years, while in 1936-37 it was higher. It appears 
that there may be a tendency for the changes in the Louisiana farm price from 
year to year to be smaller than the changes in the Cleveland wholesale price. 
Such a tendency would of course result in a lower margin in years of low 
wholesale prices than in years of higher prices. However, four years is rather 
a short period on which to base such a judgment, and data are not available 
for a longer period of time. _ 
Comparisons of Louisiana farm prices with prices in other important whole-
sa~e markets would show similar, although not .identical, results to those ob-
tained by using the Cleveland market. Competition tends to keep prices in dif-
~erent markets at or near the same level when allowance is made for variations 
tn the cost of moving sweet potatoes from Louisiana to the different markets. 
TRANSPORTATION COSTS TO VARIOUS MARKETS 
. The extent of the difference in tra nsportation costs by rai lroad to the more 
~rnponant markets for sweet potatoes shipped from Sunset, Louisiana, and certain 
•1rnportant shipping stations in other states is shown in Table 7. The differences 
1.n rates from Sunset to various markets indicate approximately the differences 
in wholesale prices at which Louisiana sweet potatoes would have to sell in 
order for local dealers to receive the same net returns for them. However, 
the rates are quoted in hundred pounds, instead of bushels or crates as is 
customary with prices. A crate contains 50 pounds of sweet potatoes and the 
crate itself weighs about 6 pounds. Consequently the rate per crate is 56 / 100 
of the rate per 100 pounds. This means that it costs 2.24 cents per crate more 
to ship sweet potatoes to Pittsburgh tha n to leveland or Detroit. The cost 
of shipping to Denver is 3.92 cents and to eattle 20.72 cents per crate greater 
than the Cleveland cost. Also, the cost of shipping to Chicago is less than 
the cost to Cleveland by 4.48 cents per crate and is less than the costs to either 
St. Louis or Kansas ity by 10.08 cents. 
In certain ca es, such as Sunset shipments to cattle, an additional factor 
~hose importance cannot ea ily be measured in money needs to be considered. This 
15 the larger minimum weight per car. The minimum weight in shipments to 
~h~ far western markets is 30,000 pound · for most of the rest of the country 
~~ ts only 24,000 pounds. This has the effect of making it slightly more dif-
~ to ship sweet potatoes to these markets because of the necessity of handling 
1 
Average weighted by total number of car ship(Xd from Loui iana each month. 
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T BL E 7. RLOT FREIGHT RA TE F R WEET POTATOES FROM SELECTED SHIPPING STATIONS TO SE-
LE TED DE TI TIO s, 1937.' 
SHIPPING STATIONS 
DE TINATIO unset, Martin Laurel, Pocomoke, Tasley, Foley, Pittsburgh, Atwater, 
La. Tenn. Del. Md. a. Ala. Texas California 
( Rates in cents per 100 pounds) 
'Bo ton 9 5 32• 34• 33• 38• 79 90 151• 
ew York 4 56 24• 25• 29• 29• 72 87 151 
Pitt burgh 0 41 34• 34• 33• 38• 66 78 135 Yz • 
level and 76 40 40• 43• 43• 43• 64 70 135 Yz• 
Detroit 76 39 44• 48• 43• 49• 64 70 no• 
hi ca go 6 32 53• 55• 55• 55• 59 62 no• 
t. Louis 5 24 5 • 60• 60• 60• 52 52 no• 
Minneapolis 7 63 65• 68• 68• 68• 81 70 no• 
Kansas City 58 56 65• 67• 67• 66• 78 51 no• 
Fort Worth 44 54 91 91 91 91• 62 27 no• 
Denver 3 98• 99• 99• 99• 83 106• 
eattle 113• 121• 151• 151• 151• 15111' 113• 49Yz• 
Lo ngeles 113• 121• 151• 151• 151• 151• 113• 25• 
' These rates are for carloads containing a minimum weight of 24,000 pounds, except when otherwise designated. 
• Minimum weight 30,000 pounds. 
a larger amount at one time. The 30,000 pound mrn1mum applies much more 
g~nerally to shipments from the stations in New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, and Cali fornia than to shipments from the other states. 
WHOLESALE PRI ES OF LOUISIANA SWEET POT A TOES IN 
VARIOUS MARKETS 
Local dealers in Louisiana are constantly trying to sell their sweet potatoes 
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must all pay a price for them which will yield about the same net return to 
the sellers. If the cost of transportation and other costs to two different markets 
are about the same, the prices in those markets normally will be about the same. 
If the costs are higher in one market than in another, prices in the market with 
the higher costs wi ll be higher than prices in the other market by about the 
amount of the difference in costs. However, competitive forces seldom, if 
ever, work perfectly in practice. Consequently, certa in differences in prices 
frequently exist between markets which cannot be explained by differences in 
costs. These differences may be caused by numerous factors, such as a tempo-
rary oversupply or undersupply in one market, lack of accurate market informa-
tion by either buyers or sellers, or lack of established business contacts sufficient 
to enable dealers to take complete advantage 0£ opportunities which may exist. 
Figure 9 shows the weekly average wholesale prices of U. S. No. 1 Porto 
Rico sweet potatoes from Louisiana in Cleveland and Detroit for the crop 
years l 935-36 and 1936-37. Since the transportation cost from Louisiana is the 
same to each of these markets, the prices should normally be about the same 
except for relatively short-time influences w hich might cause them to get out 
of line. The figure indicates that, in fact, the two prices did stay reasonably 
close to each other during most of the two-year period. With one or two ex-
ceptions the larger differences in price occurred either near the beginning or end 
of one of the crop years. At such times the amount of sweet potatoes available 
on either market is very small and arrivals are likely to be irregular. Such 
conditions tend to create unstable prices. 
A comparison of the prices of Louisiana sweet potatoes in other markets 
where they are sold in relatively large quantities shows approximately the same 
situation as the Cleveland-Detroit comparison, when allowance is made for dif-
ferences in transportation costs. However, in all cases there are some weeks 
when the price differences are large enough to be significant to the producers. 
These price differences seldom remain even approximately constant for more than 
two or three days at one time. A market with a relatively high price on_e 
week is likely to have a relatively low price the next week. This makes it 
difficult for Louisiana shippers to take advantage of the differences in prices 
in different cities as they occur. 
WHOLES LE PRI ES OF SWEET POT A TOES FROM LOUISIANA 
AND OTHER ST ATES 
An important indication of the competitive status and future prospects .for 
Louisiana sweet potatoes can be obtained from a comparison of the prices 
paid in important wholesale markets for sweet potatoes from Loui siana and 
other states. Data are available for the Cleveland market for approximately 
the five-year period 1932-33 to 1936-37, inclusive. Figure 10 shows the average 
weekly wholesale prices in leveland of Louisiana Porto Rico U. S. No. 1 sweet 
potatoes and of U. S. No. 1 Jersey type sweet potatoes from New Jersey for 
the year 1936-37. The e are the two most important types of sweet potat~es 
sold in leveland and represent two of the three most important commerc1al 
types produced in the United States. 
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The most important fact shown in the figure is the lower price of New 
Jersey sweet potatoes as compared with those from Louisiana throughout most 
of the season. In September and again for two weeks in November prices of 
New Jersey sweet potatoes were slightly higher than the prices of those from 
Louisiana. However, after the end of November the price of sweet potatoes 
from Louisiana was continuously higher and the margin gradually widened 
throughout the remainder of the season. During the last week in November 
~he difference averaged only 8 cents per bushel, while during the last week 
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FIGURE 10. AVERAGE WEEKLY WHOLESALE PRICES OF WEET POTATOES FROM 
Lours1ANA AND NEW JERSEY AT CLEVELA D 1936-37. 
h In previous years the situation differed materially from this. In 1932-33 
the price of New Jersey sweet potatoes was almost continuously higher than 
t ~ price of those from Louisiana. In 1933-34, 1934-35, and 1935-36, the 
rnces of the two types of sweet potatoes were not significantly different except 
1 
or short intervals of time. It seems likely that the price relationships in both 
932-33 and 1936-37 were omewhat abnormal and that the situation in the 
other three years more nearly represents the normal market situation. How-
e~er, the period of time for which information is a ailable is rather short, so 
t at conclusion can only be tentative. 
p The wholesale prices in hicago during the year 1936-37 for U. S. No. 1 
Orto Rico sweet potatoes from Louisiana and U. S. o. 1 Nancy Hall sweet 
Potatoes from Tennessee are hown in Figure 11. Early in ugust and through-
out most of eptember th se prices were about the same. By the end of Sep-
~ember the Tennessee prices had declined considerabl and were 22 cents per 
ushel below the prices of Louisiana sweet potatoes. This difference in price 
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FIGURE 11. AVERAGE WEEKLY WHOLESALE PRICES OF SWEET POTATOES FROM 
LO I !ANA A D TEN ESSEE AT CHICAGO, 1936-37. 
May 17 it averaged 81 cents per bushel. Prices of sweet potatoes f.rom other 
states, while not shown in Figure 11 , were quite consistently lower than the 
prices of the sweet potatoes from Louisiana. Early in the season this was not 
true of some of the sweet potatoes from ew Jersey but in the latter part of 
the year even these sold fo r a considerably lower pri ce than those from Lou-
isiana. Most of the time during the year U. S. No. 1 Nancy Hall sweet po-
tatoes from Tennessee, Kentucky and Tll inois sold fo r a lower price than any 
other type of sweet potato on the hicago market. 
Detailed examination of the prices paid fo r sweet potatoes from Louisiana 
in various wholesale ma rket, other than hicago and leveland, shows that 
those from Louisiana uniformly old for price as high as, if not higher than, 
those from any other state. T n most ca es swe t potatoes of the Nancy Hall 
va riety have sold for prices somewhat lower than other varieties. lso, there 
has been considerable variation in the prices paid for both the Porto Rico and 
Jersey types depending mo tly on the state or locality where th y were grown. 
Porto Rices from Louisiana and Texas usually sold for a omewhat higher 
pri ce than weet potatoes of the same variety from other states. Jersey type 
sweet potatoes from ew Jer ey sold in most markets for a somewhat higher 
price than the same type from other states. In the markets situated in rhe 
western state5 the Jersey type from alifornia sold fo r a comparatively favo rable 
price, but there was very little competition between them and similar types 
from other states. 
N LU I N 
The rapidly increasing importance of the sweet potato indu try in Louisiana 
has rernlted in a corresponding increase in the imp rtan e of efficiently market-
6 
ing the commercial part of the crop. The upward trend in the production· of 
sweet potatoes and their shipment to market has been much more rapid in 
Louisiana than the entire United States since about 1900. This means that 
Louisiana for 30 years or more has been increasing in relative importance as 
compared to the remainder of the sweet potato producing areas in the United 
States. This development has occurred in spite of certain handicaps, such as 
~~eater distance from market, which have made it more expensive to get Lou-
isiana sweet potatoes to the consumer than has been true of sweet potatoes 
produced in most other states. 
The production of sweet potatoes for home use by the family which grew 
them is very widespread throughout Louisiana and the other southern states. 
In contrast to this situation, production for sale is largely limited to a few 
rather well-defined regions of relatively small areas in the United States. One 
of the most important of these regions centers around Sunset, Louisiana. There 
are also a few other regions of secondary importance in this state, the total 
Production of which is much less than that of the Sunset area. 
Most of the carlots of sweet potatoes shipped from Louisiana in recent 
Years have gone to cities in the East North Centr"al group of states, consisting 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan. In 1936 more than one-
ha]f of all the carlots shipped from Louisiana were unloaded in these five 
states. In addition, the West North Central States received nearly 22 per cent 
of the total shipments. States close to Louisiana receive relatively few carloads 
of swe t potatoes, since most of their supply reaches them by truck. This is 
Particularly true of the supplies of Louisiana sweet potatoes which go to Texas 
as well as those sold in the towns and cities of Louisiana. 
The truc:k shipments of sweet potatoes &om Louisiana constitute about 
~e-t~ird of the total shipments. The number of bushels shipped by truck has 
en increasing in recent years but not as rapidly as the carlot shipments. Con-
sequently truck shipments now constitute a smaller percentage of the total ship-
':Jents than they did a few years earlier. Most of the truck shipments are de-
live~ed to cities in Louisiana and Texas. Houston and New Orleans together 
receive about two-thirds of the total. 
Louisiana farmers sell nearly all of their commercial supply of sweet po-
tatoes to local d alers. In most instances the local dealers who handle sweet 
~otatoes for truc,k hipments do not engage in their carlot distribution, and 
ealers who handle carlots do not ship by truck. The number of both types 
0~ dealers has been increasing in recent years with the increase in the volume l sweet potatoes being handled . While there are a few dealers who have a 
.arge volume of business, most of them operate on a rather small scale and 
10£ such a manner that competition in the local markets appears to be reasonably 
e fective. 
h Most of the time since 1868 the farm prices of sweet potatoes in Louisiana 
. ave been lower than the average farm price in the United States or the prices 
in most of the other states. In general, it costs more to transport sweet po-
37 
tatoes from Louisiana to the larger consuming markets of the country than 
. from most other p roducing states. Since they all compete with each other 
in these markets, their wholesale prices are usually not greatly different. This 
has the effect of reducing fa rm prices in Louisiana below those in most other 
states. 
n important factor influencing the profitability of the production of 
sweet potatoes is the seasonal movement in prices. This movement is reason· 
ably consistent and regular from year to year. Prices reach a high point in the 
late summer, usually the month of August, just before the new crop starts 
moving to market in volume. A low point is usually reached in November or 
December when the crop is movi ng to market in greatest volume. After this 
prices usually rise until the beginning of the next marketing season. It is 
profitable for a farmer to hold his ~weet potatoes until late in the season to 
take adva ntage of the seasonal rise in price only when the rise is greater than 
the co t of holding them off the market. Since the amount of the seasonal 
rise in price aries from year to year, holding is an uncertain matter involving 
considerable speculative risk. 
A comparison of farm prices of sweet potatoes in Louisiana with the 
whole ale price of the same sweet potatoes in leveland shows that the margin 
is usuall y smallest in the fall months at the beginning of the crop year and 
that it usually increases as the season advances. That is, in most years the 
seasonal advance in the w holesale price of sweet potatoes in Cleveland is greater 
than the advance in the farm price in Louisiana. The average margins for a 
period of four years did not di ffer greatly from the estimated cost of handling 
the sweet potatoes and transporting them to the wholesale market. 
Di fferences in the wholesale prices of sweet potatoes from Louisiana in 
different wholesale markets were largely caused by differences in the cost ?f 
transporting the sweet potatoes to the various markets. However, at certain 
times price differentials were larger than could be accounted for by differences 
in transportation and other costs of marketing. Apparently, at such times 
dealers might profit from a careful selection of the market in which they sell 
their product. 
Louisian:i sweet potatoes have usually sold for prices as high as, if not 
higher than, weet potatoes from other st:ites when they were marketed in corn· 
petition on the larger wholesale markets. In recent years the prices of Lou· 
isiana sweet potatoes appear to have been risi ng somewhat relative to the pri~es 
of sweet potatoes from mo t other states. However, some of the highest quality 
sweet potatoe from certain other states, notably New Jersey and Indiana, £re· 
quenly sell for a slightly higher price than those from Louisiana. Only a small 
amount of such sweet potatoes is produced in this country; therefore in most 
markets they do not compete eriously with the supplies from Louisiana. The 
enviable position of Louisiana S\ eet potatoes in the large wholesale markets of 
the country appears to be the result of the excellent quality of the product. 
